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The Commonwealth today is far the biggest and most widespread alliance of 

like-minded nations with close affinities on the planet. 

▪ o In the digital age of hyper-connectivity between peoples at every 

level of society, stretching across all continents, with a third of the 

humankind and with 60 percent of Commonwealth peoples under 30, it 

has rightly been described as ‘in many ways the face of the future’ -to 

use prescient words some years ago of  H.M. The Queen - and as ‘The 

Mother of All Networks’. 

▪ We are honoured to share our vision of this great project with our best 

partner -the United States of America, (also our largest single trading 

partner). We value your friendship and support as we move to re-

position ourselves in stormy world conditions. Warm thanks for your 

interest.  

 

▪ While Brexit is understandably focussing British minds on the great new 

markets of Asia, Africa and the Americas, the potential of the modern 

Commonwealth as part of this new scene has been persistently 

underrated and should have been recognised long ago, regardless of our 

European policy.   

 

▪ The Commonwealth network is a not substitute or alternative to 

European markets (we need good access to both). Nor is it nowadays 

purely centered on the UK, although its Head is the British Queen and its 

Secretariat is based at Marlborough House in London. But today it is the 

Champion of small states across the oceans and a living network of large 

ones – with India much the largest of all.  

 

▪ The modern Commonwealth connection is not just about trade and 

investment. It brings a new dimension of British foreign policy. With 



common working language, common legal patterns, common standards 

and values (or at least the collective aspiration towards them) it has 

become a huge potential transmission system for British soft power and 

influence. Our old friends are our new friends.   

 

▪ The Commonwealth network also has key security role. World security 

alignments are shifting. The Asian line-up to balance the Chinese giant, 

creates a common defence and security interest between Australia, 

India, New Zealand, Malaysia, Japan and Singapore, most of which are 

Commonwealth ‘family’ members and with all of which Britain needs to 

maintain close and increasing defence and security involvement - of 

course along with our strong American ties.  
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