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Welcome SIs, but I must say I dislike the way this whole debate has been 

personalised, obviously with eager media help. I have good friends on both 

side and I  intend to keep it  that way. 

 

ML, I can put my own view quite simply.. 

First  I believe that Britain joined the EU (or EC) at the wrong time and it 

is trying to leave at the wrong time – or talking about it. 

We are discussing  getting out just when the whole EU is evolving in 

entirely new directions driven by major new world forces  – a 

change  which seems to have escaped the notice of many of the leavers, 

and indeed some on both the REMAIN  side as well. . 

Second, I greatly admire the tenacity and energy shown by  the PM over 

the ‘deal’ which we are debating. But I have to say that I don’t think it will 

be  a  major influence on the way people vote in the Referendum – 

although it has certainly opened up all sorts of reform ambitions  in other 

member states all round Europe. 

ML I believe the way people vote will be influenced by one overriding and 

much deeper issue. 

And that is whether they think that the EU is heading inevitably for an 

integrated super-state political union, centralised , with an all-powerful 

Euro-currency  and dragging us into the mangle against our interests  -in 

which case we should leave and stand clear 

OR whether Europe is in reality evolving by necessity into a new model 

under outside and global impacts  – good and bad - which compel it to 

become far more flexible  and less centralised – in which case we would 

be mad not stay and help steer the new model into being. 

ML My judgement goes to the latter, and to staying on board , for THREE 

main reasons: 

First,  the peoples of Europe clearly do NOT  want MORE integration and 

uniformity, whatever their leaders say. The ‘best of both worlds’ paper’ 



asserts that ‘some countries have chosen the path of deeper integration’. 

Really? Which are they , except perhaps Luxembourg? Some may not 

want to go back on existing co-operation, but   I see no popular support 

throughout Europe for a lot MORE pushing  together, MORE integration, 

MORE intrusion. On the contrary. 

Second, over  the  last decade or so new trade patterns, new supply chains 

and new modes of production have been utterly transforming the old 

EU  model. Even the Single Market is not what it seemed in the last 

century, -  certainly not for services where a Single Market in Europe 

barely exists, despite services being 80% of our GDP and at least 46% of 

our export earnings. 

And as for the Eurozone, while that is  depicted  as a dominant and 

fearsome force ganging up against us from which we must be sheltered, it 

is in fact deeply  and chronically sick. I see nothing but crisis and division 

ahead within the Eurozone. (Glad Lord King, former Governor, now 

agrees with me). 

Third, huge new markets outside the EU are opening up which are not 

alternatives to the EU but ones in which we must succeed – in Asia, Africa 

and Latin America. The Commonwealth network  ought to give us unique 

advantage in these. 

But ML, The immediate priority here in Europe is , and has been all 

along,  Reform – Deep Reform  throughout the EU to meet the digital age 

and totally new world business conditions. 

As the White Paper says – repeatedly – that work is not over – indeed it 

has just begun, 

AND IN THAT WORK ALL OUR HISTORY TELLS US WE CAN 

AND MUST PLAY A CENTRAL PART. 

 


