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The Queen’s Speech and opening of a new session of Parliament are intended to return some 

sense of normalcy to our chaotic political affairs. But if there is one glaring, central lesson, it 

is that there is going to be no return to normal times anywhere.   

There is a body of opinion that once Brexit is “done”, once President Trump gets his 

comeuppance, we can go back with a sigh of relief to the world of the past 70 years, with 

Britain in its familiar global role, Pax Americana and genial Uncle Sam, and the West 

generally back in control, plus a resumption of party politics as usual. 

Nothing could be further from reality or leave us less prepared for what is coming. Even to 

begin readying ourselves for utterly changed conditions, both in our lives and domestic 

affairs  and in the outside world, and for the giant storms of technology-driven change, we 

need a grasp 10 times deeper of why it is all happening, where it comes from and where it is 

taking us.  

We need to understand the splintering of societies (ours in particular) and the widening 

cracks in the world’s rules-based order which has held the peace, roughly, since the 

Armageddons of the 20th century. Why is there widespread loss of trust in, and respect for, 

political institutions and hierarchies? Why the polarised abuse which has replaced reasoned 

and civilised disagreement in public affairs? 
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Worldwide, the technology genie — the miracle of a computer on an ever-faster chip — is 

out of the bottle, and no one knows the formula for putting it back. Here, there are some 

positive things we can do to adjust and prepare for a much more volatile future.     

We must check the decline in our crumbling democracy, riddled as it is with bitter 

accusations that everyone is out of touch, especially the establishment and the metropolitan 

elite. Newly created wealth must be properly shared with millions instead of accruing in 

ridiculous concentrations.  

Also, constitutional upheaval is coming. Keeping the UK united requires a new kind of 

federal glue. 

On the international stage, Britain must reposition itself. There is a new British role and story 

but it needs to be articulated with much more élan.  

By good fortune we are members of the largest global network, today’s Commonwealth. And 

there are the gigantic Asian, and especially Chinese, markets and networks to penetrate, 

where all the growth is going to be.   

Gone are the verities and demons of the Thatcher era and before, which for a time were 

successfully contained. The technology leviathan knows no political Left or Right and leaves 

the 20th century’s ideological debates behind.  

There are bigger and different dangers to arm against. It is time to understand how the old 

gods failed to look hard and long at where we are going.  

Look Where We’re Going: Escaping the Prism of Past Politics, by David Howell, is 

published by Unicorn, £20. 

 


